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“In Brief” is a bi-monthly newsletter of the Main Streets’ staff 
and district managers. It communicates important policy update, 
district highlights, design, promotion, economic restructuring 
and organization technical tips, and event and media 
announcements to all involved in the Main Streets collaboration. 
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Do you have any technical tips or other news we can all use? 
Send comments on and contributions to “In Brief” to 
MainStreets@ci.boston.ma.us
Editor: Patricia R. Connolly 
 

Shopping on Main Streets 
 

Over 460 businesses are participating in “Shopping 
on Main Streets”.  Boston Main Streets is very 
pleased and excited about supporting this initiative. 
We hope it will continue to build and grow over 
time. We are grateful to the participating businesses 
that offer discounts to Shopping on Main Streets 
Members and/or support to their local Main Streets 
district.  Please visit these establishments to show 
your support of Main Streets.  Participating 
businesses are listed in the Shopping on Main 
Streets Membership Business Directory and at 
www.bostonmainstreets.com.  Check the website on 
the first Monday of each month to view new 
business members.   
 

 

 
Creative Fundraising 

 
Here are two good examples of how to involve all 
sections of your membership and supporters in 
fundraising for your organization. 
 
Hyde Park Main Streets Super Bowl Raffle was 
their most successful single fundraiser to date.  
There were 300 tickets available at a cost of $100 
each and they sold all 300 tickets. In addition to 
individual ticket sales HPMS Board of Directors 
took the lead in personally selling tickets.  They 
also did very well with corporate block ticket sales 
by their Corporate Buddies; the Hyde Park 
Cooperative and the Hyde Park Savings Bank as 
well as NStar, ComCast, Citizen's Bank and RCN.  
Cappy's Tavern generously hosted this fun event. 
 
East Boston Main Streets 8th annual “A Taste of 
Eastie" fundraiser was recently held at the Hilton 
Boston Logan Airport Hotel.  This culinary 
extravaganza featured food from many of the local 
restaurants.  Restaurants specializing in Italian, 
Latin American, American, Polish and Asian 
cuisine provided samples of their most popular 
foods from the district.  Musical entertainment, lots 
of raffle prizes and a silent auction with art displays 
by local artists added to the festivities.  The event 
promoted many wonderful restaurants as well as 
raised funds for East Boston Main Streets. East 
Boston Main Streets sponsors include Sovereign 
Bank, Hilton Hotel Logan Airport and East Boston 
Savings Bank. 

 
Welcome! 

Kelly Tynan, Executive Director 
West Roxbury Main Streets 
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Happenings on Main Streets 
 

Let’s join together again to celebrate the year’s 
achievements for the entire Boston Main Streets 
network.  In an effort to recognize the individual 
contributions of each Main Street district’s 
extraordinary businesses, we ask your Board of 
Directors to nominate one outstanding business in 
your district for this year’s award.  The awardees 
will be recognized at the Eighth Annual Boston 
Main Streets Awards Reception date to be 
determined. Nomination forms for the 2003 
Outstanding Business of the Year are due to BMS 
on March 15, 2004.   
 
Great things are happening in Boston Main Streets 
Districts.  For further information Contact your 
local Main Streets District and/or visit our website 
www.bostonmainstreets.com  
 

 
Making Your Neighborhood Work! 

 
The goal of our BNN show, “Making Your 
Neighborhood Work” is to promote the districts as a 
destination and to provide public relations for the 
Boston Main Streets program.  Each week a 
different district is featured.  The show provides 
information on numerous subjects of interest to 
merchants or residents.  Thematic shows are also 
presented.  
 
BNN Live Schedule 
March 3rd Mission Hill 
March 10th East Boston  
March 17th No Show 
March 24th Upham’s Corner 
March 31st Brighton 
April 7th  Hyde Park 
April 1st           Dudley Square 
April 21st        Mission Hill 
April 28th       Hyde/Jackson 
 
“Making Your Neighborhood Work”  Wednesdays @ 
2:00pm on BNN.  Cable channel 9 or 22, See repeats of the 
show throughout the week on Wed @ 10:30pm, Thurs @ 6:30 
am; Sat. @ 10:30 am; Mon. @ 2:00 am.  The show can also be 
seen on RCN cable 15 or 16. 
 
 
 

Technology on Main Streets 
 
 Boston Main Streets applied for and received a 
$52,500 technology grant from Verizon.  With these 
funds, BMS has launched a citywide Technology on 
Main Streets program to address the problems 
posed by the digital divide in neighborhood 
commercial districts. Its major components include:  

• Building and enhancing Main Street web presence 
and technology capacity  

• Creating electronic “facades”  

• Partnering with TechBoston to engage young 
technology specialists in a meaningful community 
building effort  

• Development of the “Take Technology Home for 
Family Businesses” program  

Specifically, the requested funds will enable BMS 
to upgrade significantly the on-line and Internet 
capabilities of the Main Street districts. Main Street 
will work with TechBoston on the website design 
and content development of the individual district 
sites as well as business sites, and TechBoston 
students will do the actual website development. In 
addition, TechBoston will assign a student to work 
with each Main Street district, to provide on-going 
technical support to the Main Street manager and 
the individual businesses.  

Support your Local Main Streets 
Join Shopping on Main Streets  

 

 
Taste of East Boston  
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